THE LIQWS MOUTH

" Of course/' said George. " And with luck
I should be with you in a quarter of an hour/'
Danger is a curious thing, and I have often
proved that the ground which one seeks to
avoid may be crossed in safety, while the
quarter one has never suspected is the covert
of Peril itself.
All the way we saw but one policeman,
and he was busy discussing the size of some
fruit: no notice was paid to our passing, and
we met with no sort of check: the Lessing
Strasse was empty except for a watering-cart;
and Bell and I were within the Countess'
garden before George was out of the street.
I did not like his going to the palace, still less
his going alone, but, recalling his success at
the station, I felt that his wit could be trusted
to bring him safe through. He would then have
to walk half a mile by the riverside, but, since
it was not yet eight, I could not believe that
he would be so unlucky as to meet with someone
that knew him in those ten minutes of time.
I, therefore, gave my attention to the back
of the house, for though Madame Dresden
might be gone, her servants knew me by sight
and I 'was depending on finding some one of
them there. Indeed, if the house was empty
I did not know what we should do, for I knew
no other source of which we could make inquiry
with any hope of success.
Hie heavy shutters 'were closed and this
had an ominous look, but since the weather
was hot and the rooms faced south, I hoped